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In 1626, a young man named Fei Shangyou moved his family to Menghe, a small town in the

Yangzi delta of China. According to family legend, he abandoned his career as a scholar and began

working as a physician. In doing so, he founded a medical lineage that continues to the present day.

This book describes the development, flourishing, and decline of this lineage and its many

branches, as well as that of the other medical lineages and families with which it merged over time

to form the current of Menghe learning (Menghe xuepai). This current and its offshoots produced

some of the most influential physicians in the Chinese medical tradition during the 19th and 20th

centuries. Menghe physicians, their disciples and students treated emperors, imperial mandarins,

Nationalist Party generals, leading figures in the Communist Party, affluent businessmen, and

influential artists. In late imperial China, Menghe medicine was a self-conscious attempt to unite

diverse strands of medical learning into one integrated tradition centered on ancient principles of

practice. In Republican Shanghai, Menghe physicians and their students were at the forefront of

medical modernization, establishing schools, professional associations, and journals that became

models for others to follow. During the 1950s and 1960s, the heirs of Menghe medicine were key

players in creating the institutional framework for contemporary Chinese medicine. Their students

are now practicing all over the world, shaping Chinese medicine in Los Angeles, New York, Oxford,

Mallorca, and Berlin. The history of the Menghe current is relevant to anyone interested in the

development of Chinese medicine in late imperial and modern China. This book traces Chinese

medical history along the currents created by generations of physicians linked to each other by a

shared heritage of learning, by descent and kinship, by sentiments of native place as well as

nationalist fervor, by personal rivalries and economic competition, by the struggle for the survival of

tradition and glorious visions of a new global medicine. On the level of both theory and practice, this

history marks a departure from the focus on texts and ideas that has dominated Western

engagement with Chinese medicine to date. Its goal is to locate medicine within the concrete lives of

physicians and their patients, restoring an agency to their actions that easily gets lost in our search

for the forces or structures that shape historical process. To this end, the author interweaves social

history and medical case studies, ethnography and biography to narrate a story of Chinese

medicine that is very different from any that has been told before.

Paperback: 564 pages

Publisher: Eastland Press; 1 edition (May 18, 2007)



Language: English

ISBN-10: 0939616564

ISBN-13: 978-0939616565

Product Dimensions:  1.2 x 6 x 8.8 inches

Shipping Weight: 1 pounds (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: Be the first to review this item

Best Sellers Rank: #1,444,185 in Books (See Top 100 in Books)   #408 inÂ Books > Health, Fitness

& Dieting > Alternative Medicine > Chinese Medicine   #722 inÂ Books > Textbooks > Medicine &

Health Sciences > Medicine > Special Topics > History   #1920 inÂ Books > Medical Books >

History

Currents of Tradition in Chinese Medicine 1626-2006 Chinese Cookbook - 25 Delicious Chinese

Recipes to Chinese Food Made Easy: Recipes from Chinese Restaurants David, Goliath and the

Beach Cleaning Machine: How a Small California Town Fought an Oil Giant and Won (Capital

Currents) Boy Who Harnessed the Wind: Creating Currents of Electricity and Hope Cross Currents:

The Perils of Electropollution, the Promise of Electromedicine HAPPY CHINESE NEW YEAR. Kids

Coloring Book.: Children Activity Books with 30 Coloring Pages of Chinese Dragons, Red Lanterns,

Fireworks, Firecrackers, ... 3-8 to Celebrate Their Fun Chinese New Year! Chinese Hot Pot

Cookbook - Your Favorite Chinese Hot Pot Recipe Book: No Other Chinese Cookbook Can

Compare 49 Awesome Chinese Recipes (The Ultimate Chinese Cookbook That Brings an Entire

American Chinese Buffet to Your Dinner Table) Chinese Recipes. Delicious Chinese Recipes For

All The Family: Easy & Tasty Chinese Cookbook The Chinese Cookbook: 50 Great Recipes from

the Chinese Kitchen (Chinese Cooking) Chinese Cooking: No Wok Takeout! 80 Amazingly

Delicious 3 Steps Or Less Chinese Recipes Revealed (Chinese Cookbook, Cooking For One)

(cookbook for beginners, ... meals cookbook, easy meals for one 2) Integrated Chinese: Level 2,

Part 1 (Simplified and Traditional Character) Character Workbook (Cheng & Tsui Chinese Language

Series) (Chinese Edition) Integrated Chinese: Level 1, Part 2 Workbook (Traditional Character, 3rd

Edition) (Cheng & Tsui Chinese Language Series) (Chinese Edition) Statements of Fact in

Traditional Chinese Medicine (English and Mandarin Chinese Edition) Ghost Orchids / Chinese

Cypripediums / The Chelsea Flower Show (Orchids, Volume 75, Number 10, October 2006) Food

As Medicine: Traditional Chinese Medicine-Inspired Healthy Eating Principles with Action Guide,

Worksheet, and 10-Week Meal Plan to Restore Health, Beauty, and Mind Acupuncture and Chinese

Herbal Medicine for Women's Health: Bridging the Gap Between Western and Eastern Medicine

http://ebooksupdate.com/en-us/read-book/0rdYp/currents-of-tradition-in-chinese-medicine-1626-2006.pdf?r=KsCnu6ns6PWYSKWp8aP7Xt3xRdLr9rzliANqKgoNfy0%3D


Clinical Handbook of Internal Medicine: The Treatment of Disease with Traditional Chinese

Medicine: Vol 2: Spleen and Stomach Herbal Remedies:The Ultimate Guide to Herbal Healing,

Magic, Medicine, Antivirals, Antibiotics,: herbs,Alternative Medicine, Magic, Medicine, Antivirals, ...

Oils, Depression Cure, Natural Remedies,) Survival Medicine Handbook: Essential Things Every

Medicine Kit Needs And First-aid In Case Of Emergency: (Survival Books, Survival Guide,

Survivalist, ... (Survival Skills Book, Emergency Medicine) 

http://ebooksupdate.com/en-us/dmca

